A penny (or peso) for your thoughts: an unusual intermediate target.
Intermediate targets becoming secondary projectiles in gunshot wounds is a well recognized phenomenon. Secondary projectiles usually possess a fraction of the kinetic energy compared to the primary projectile, leading to superficial wounds of skin and soft tissue. We describe the case of a foreign object that was propelled by the primary bullet with sufficient energy to penetrate not only skin and soft tissue, but also temporal skull and brain. The report also examines the energy requirements for an object to penetrate bone and unique radiographic findings.